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IgG (serological test). Data collection was made with
regards to the patient’s demography, clinical presentations
and laboratory proﬁles. Pediatric patients were deﬁned as
patients younger than 16 year-old.
Results: From 5143 specimens sent for serological test, 302
specimens were dengue-positive with 276 were secondary
infections and subsequently, 205 records of patients were
retrieved. Two patients were excluded from the study
because they did not fulﬁll WHO criteria for dengue fever.
The mean age of secondary dengue-infected patients was
34.2+17.0 year-old. Pediatric patients contributed to 18.7%
of total cases. No signiﬁcant difference between adult and
pediatric cases was observed in gender, ethnicity, import
or local cases, underlying diseases and contact history.
Epistaxis (p = 0.001) was a common clinical presentation
while myalgia (p < 0.001) was not in pediatric patients
compared with adults. Other presenting symptoms were
similar between the two groups. Additionally, pulse
rate, hepatomegaly, splenomegaly, pleural effusion, ascites
and initial laboratory ﬁndings were comparable between
pediatric and adults patients. In terms of outcome of
infection, the two groups also did not differ in the
development of dengue hemorrhagic fever, intensive care
admission and mortality.
Conclusion: There is very minimal difference in terms of
clinical presentation, laboratory ﬁndings and outcome of
infection between adult and pediatric dengue patients.
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Background: This study was designed to investigate the
clinical signiﬁcance of hypoalbuminemia as a marker of
severity and mortality in patients with scrub typhus.
Methods: The patients with scrub typhus were divided into
two groups based on the serum albumin levels; Group I
(serum albumin <3.0 g/dL) and Group II (serum albumin
3.0 g/dL. The outcome of patients with hypoalbuminemia
was compared with that of normoalbuminemia.
Results: Of the total 246 patients who underwent the
study, 84 patients (34.1%) were categorized as Group I
and 162 patients were (65.9%) as Group II. Group I showed
signiﬁcantly higher incidence of confusion (24.6% vs. 5.3%,
p < 0.001), pulmonary edema (15.8% vs. 3.2%, p = 0.002),
pleural effusion (22.8% vs. 11.1%, p = 0.03), arrhythmia
(12.3% vs. 2.6%, p = 0.008) and non-oliguric acute renal
failure (40.4% vs. 11.1%, p < 0.001) compared to group II.
Hypoalbuminemic group had a higher APACHE II score
(11.37±5.0 vs. 6.94±4.2, p < 0.001), longer hospital stay
(19.9±42.1 days vs 7.5±13.8 days, p = 0.012), and higher
hospital cost compared to Group II.
Conclusions: This study showed hypoalbuminemia in scrub
typhus was closely related to the frequency of various
complication, longer hospital stay, consequently the higher
medical cost, necessitating more efﬁcient management of
patients, including medical resources.
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Objectives: Dengue fever (DF) presents with variable
clinical features, often unusual which if not recognized
can prove fatal. Our study was undertaken to describe
the features of DF with special emphasis on unusual
manifestations.
Methods: Case records of 76 adult patients of probable
DF (seropositive for dengue by rapid IgM IgG capture Elisa
test) who had been hospitalized during a recent outbreak
between September and December 2009 in Delhi, India were
retrospectively analyzed for clinical and laboratory proﬁle.
Results: In a retrospective analysis of patients hospitalized
with probable DF, mean age was found to be 28±9.6 years.
While fever was present in all the cases (mean duration
5.47±2.2 days); body ache (84.2%), vomiting (61.8%),
abdominal pain (51.3%) and headache (19.7%) were
also seen. Hemorrhagic manifestations in the form of
gum/nasal bleeding (35.5%), positive Hess test (27.6%),
petechiae (15.8%), malena (15.8%) and hematemesis (5.26%)
were also observed. Quite a few number of
patients presented with unusual manifestations like
vomiting (61.8%), abdominal pain (51.3%), nausea (42.1%)
and acalculous cholecystitis (19.7%). Though abdominal pain
is a known manifestation of DF, acalculous cholecystitis
as a cause of abdominal pain is scantly reported.
Hepatomegaly and splenomegaly were observed in 34.2%
and 7.89% of cases, respectively. Laboratory investigations
revealed thrombocytopenia in all the cases. Leucopenia
(WBC <4,000/mm2) and hemoconcentration (Hct > 20% of
expected for age and sex) were found in 38% and 5.26% of
the cases, respectively. Renal dysfunction was observed
in 13.1% of cases. Another unusual manifestation was
the presentation of patients (7.89%) in circulatory failure
without the evidence of plasma leakage and not fulﬁlling all
the 4 criterion proposed by WHO for Dengue Hemorrhagic
Fever/Dengue Shock Syndrome.
Conclusion: Results of our study indicate that unusual
manifestations do occur in DF and a vigilant approach is
needed to suspect, diagnose and treat them.
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Objective: Some Muslim people still think that HIV and
AIDS are not issues for the community. Although AIDS has
traditionally been surrounded by stigma worldwide, it is
clear that this stigma for many reasons is more profound
in Islamic countries. This stigma is expressed in a variety
of ways, including: ostracism, rejection, discrimination and
even violence against persons with AIDS. The aim of this
paper is to present details of stigma development in some
Muslim societies, and a proposal of how could we release
an enlightening campaign aiming to erase or ﬁght stigma
associated with AIDS.
Methods: The paper provides an analysis of the historical
processes by which stigma has emerged and become
associated with AIDS. It also explores the process by
which these associations have been loosened, identifying
distinctive features of stigma that may guide intervention
programs; and evaluating changes in the magnitude
and character of stigma over time and in response to
interventions and social changes.
Results:
Stigma towards people with AIDS has a detrimental effect
on their ability to obtain services, their recovery, the
type of treatment and support they receive, and their
acceptance in the community.
Stigma associated with AIDS is in large part promoted by
the media.
Improving community attitudes by increasing knowledge
and understanding about AIDS is essential if people with
AIDS are to live in, and contribute to, the community,
free from stigma.
Conclusions: Stigma is one of those social maladies that
will probably never be totally eliminated in our Muslim
